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Testament Christology (London: Geoffrey Chapman, 1994) p. 187.

(2) George R. Beasley Murray, Gospel of Life: Theology In The Fourth Gospel
(Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1991), p.18.

(3) Citations in James Dunn, Christology In The Making (Philadelphia:
Westminster, 1980) p. 17.
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Westminster, 1980) p. 181
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(2) C.H. Dodd, More New Testament Studies Manchester: M.U.P., 1968) pp.
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(3) Daniel Levinson, The Seasons Of A Man's Life New York: Alfred
Knopf, 1978).

(4) Andries van Aarde, Fatherless In Galilee: Jesus as child of God (Harrisburg,
PA: Trinity Press, 2001) p. 4. According to Talmudic writings like Yebamot
78b, Dt. 23:3 was interpretted as meaning that a fatherless man wasn’t
allowed to enter the temple or marry a true Israelite. The reference to
Jesus as “son of Mary” (Mk. 6:3) rather than “son of Joseph” is,
apparently, very unusual. It reflects the Lord’s lack of social identity in
first century Israel; He had no father’s house to belong to. In passing, the
jibe in Mt. 27:64 “the last deception shall be worse than the first” is likely
a reference to Mary and Jesus claiming that He was the result of a virgin
birth- this, as far as the Jews were concerned, was the “first deception”.
(5) Quoted in J.A. Montgomery, The Samaritans: The Earliest Jewish Sect
(New York: KTAV, 1968) p. 181.

(6) Bruce Malina has written extensively about this. See his Christian
Origins and Cultural Anthropology (Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1986) and The
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p. 229.
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Notes

(1) C.F. Burney, The Poetry of Our Lord (Oxford: O.U.P., 1925).

(2) This is from the Old Russian text of The Jewish War; it is missing in
many editions. I found the reference in T.F. Glasson, Moses In The Fourth
Gospel (London: SCM, 1963) p. 32.
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Notes

(1) However the suggestion has been made that because Jesus increased in
favour with men, He may have gotten on quite well in His secular life.
Paul speaks about how although Jesus was rich, yet for our sakes He
became poor [a pauper, Gk.| that we through His poverty might be rich (2
Cor. 8:9). I find those words hard to conclusively interpret. Cleatly the
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reference is to the 'poverty' of the cross, that we might be spiritually rich-
for He doesn't enable us to get materially rich through following Him.
And yet the context of Paul's words is about the need to give up our
material riches for Christ's people, and he cites the example of Jesus to
inspire us in this.

(2) Geza Vermes, Jesus The Jey New York: Macmillan, 1973). It has also
been observed that the choice to reveal the good news of Christ to the
shepherds first of all was surprising; for these too were the poorest of the
poor, deprived [along with tax collectors] of Jewish rights. They belonged
to the "most despised" of all social groups. See Joachim Jeremias, Jerusalen
In The Time Of Jesus (London: S.C.M., 1969) p. 304; Richard Horsley, The
Liberation Of Christmas: The Infancy Narratives In Social Context New York:
Crossroad, 1989) pp. 102-106. Mk. 6:56 speaks of His preaching campaign
as focusing on the towns, villages and "country” - in modern terms, the
villages, hamlets and isolated rural dwellings. He made the effort to get
out to the individuals, the poorest and loneliest of society. Likewise it was
the mentally sick who were the main group to 'know him to be the Christ'
(Mk. 1:33 RVmg.). And it was a woman, and one with a history of mental
illness, who was chosen as the first and leading witness of His
resurrection. And women had no legal power as witnesses.

(3) Andries van Aarde, Fatherless In Galilee (Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Press,
2001) p. 75.

(4) James Dunn, Christology In The Making (Philadelphia: Westminster,
1980) p. 27. Other New Testament references to our calling God "Abba"
are to be understood as our doing so insofar as we possess "the spirit of
Christ" and come to the Father in prayer as Jesus once did.

(5) C.H. Dodd, The Interpretation Of The Fourth Gospel (Cambridge: C.U.P.,
1960) p. 4.
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Augsburg, 1985) pp. 159,160.
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(1) For more on this see Theodore Roszak, The Making Of A Counter-
Culture New York: Anchor Books, 1969) especially p. 233.

(2) Jacob Neusnet, A Life Of Yohanan ben Zakkai (Leiden: Brill, 1970) p.11.
(3) Martin Hengel, The Charismatic Leader And His Followers (Edinburgh:
T&T Clark, 1981) pp. 8,9.
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(6) See Joachim Jeremias, Jerusalem In The Time Of Jesus (Philadelphia:
Fortress, 1969), pp. 112, 233.
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Notes

(1) J.H. Moulton & G. Milligan The VVocabulary Of The Greek New Testament
(London: Hodder, 1949).

(2) Joachim Jeremias, The Prayers Of Jesus (London: S.C.M., 1967) pp. 96,97
comments on how he searched through "the prayer literature of ancient
Judah...[but] in no place in this immense literature is this invocation of
God as abba to be found...Abba was an everyday word, a homely family
wortd. No Jew would have dated to addtess God in this mannet".

(3) J.D.G. Dunn, A New Perspective On Jesus (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2005) p.
75.

(4) Robert Funk, Honest To Jesus (Harper San Francisco, 1996) p. 174.
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Notes

(1) See the atticle "Amen" in Joachim Jeremias, New Testament Theology
(New York: Scribnet's, 1971) pp. 35,36.

2- 16 MRS (1) 4 52 1k

AL BB A A N B AT, 7 B 2R ERBE AR, IRASRAT
BEG, WAl — DAy, HRBRZH R B Y BARFIEE, Bl
fb B SRR W] T AR . AR, AR T ZE K I T SR
e EEA AL, B A AL . %4 5 AR EE A AL
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Notes
(1) Joachim Jeremias, The Sermon On The Mount (London: Athlone Press,
1961) pp. 27,28.
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(1) Paul Tournier, The Whole Person In A Broken World (San Francisco:
Harper & Row, 1964 ed.), pp. 34,73.
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Notes
(1) "Today is Friday" in The Short Stories Of Ernest Hemingway New York:
Sctibnet's, 1954), p. 357.
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Notes

(1) E.D.E. Schliermacher, The Christian Faith (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark,
1928) p. 414. Clement of Alexandria, one of the so-called "fathers" of the
Christian church, "Argued that Jesus, being divine, did not need to eat or
drink, but merely did so to keep up appearances" (as quoted in N.T.
Wright, Who Was Jesus? (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993) p. 69). It's hard
to square this with the Lord's cty from the cross: "I thirst!" and other
Gospel references to His need to eat and drink. The founding fathers of
'Christianity' as a religion, it seems to me, utterly missed the point of the
real Christ. Thomas Hart, To Know And Follow Jesus New York: Paulist
Press, 1984) p. 44 adds more nonsensical verbiage: "He has a human
nature but is not a human person. The person in Him is the second
Person of the Blessed Trinity. Jesus does not have a personal human
centre". Any Biblical reflection upon the sensitivity, the love, the death,
the kindness of the Lord Jesus... reveals He had the most wonderful
"personal human centre". And that is obscured by this hopeless mess of
words from Trinitarian apologists. The idea of having "two natures"
seems to me quite unBiblical and would imply a lack of integrity to every
word and action of Jesus. It would be like a man saying "I've got no
money in my pocket" and showing an empty pocket- when he has 10000
Euros or § in a money belt, and a fist full of well charged debit cards.

(2) Nikolay Gorodetsky, The Humiliated Christ In Modern Russian Thought
(London: S.P.C.K., 1938).

(3) John Knox, The Humanity and Divinity of Christ (Cambridge: C.U.P.,
1968) p. 106.

(4) A. Harnack, What Is Christianity? (5th ed., London: Benn, 1958), x.

(5) R\W. Funk, Honest To Jesus (San Francisco: Harper, 1996) p. 300.

(6) B.B. Warfield, “The Emotional Life Of Our Lotd’ in The Person And
Work Of Christ (Philadelphia: Presbyterian & Reformed, 1950) p. 142.

(7) Nigel Cameron, Complete In Christ (Exeter: Paternoster, 1997). He
perceptively sees a link between the false notion of an ‘immortal soul’, and
a wrong view of the nature of man and of Jesus: “There is the idea, as
unbiblical as it is common, of the ‘soul’- understood as an animating spirit
which inhabits the body but in fact itself constitutes the human person,
the essential self. Then there is the related idea of the life to come as an
‘after-life’ in which the soul survives while the body departs. These are
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notions which derive from ancient Greece and have become parasitic on
Christian thinking. They foster a lasting suspicion of man as a corporeal
being, and undermine our confidence in the Christian life as a human life”
(p. 110). I find these sentences very incisive and true in their analysis.

(8) Richard Dawkins, The Seffish Gene (Oxtord: O.U.P., 1993).

(9) Oscar Cullmann, The Christology Of The New Testament (London: S.C.M.,
1971) p. 154.

(10) Cullmann, gp ciz p. 161.
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Notes

(1) Barry Cunliffe, The Ancient Celts (London: Penguin, 1999) p. 17

(2) Rudolph Bultmann, Theology Of The New Testament (New York:
Scribner's, 1965) Vol. 1 p. 166; F.B.Craddock, The Pre-Existence Of
Christ In The New Testament (Nashville: Abingdon, 1968); M. Wiles, The
Remaking Of Christian Doctrine (London: S.C.M., 1974) Chapter 3.

(3) Martin Hengel, The Cross Of The Son Of God (London: S.C.M.,
1986) pp. 192-194.
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(4) Frances Young, in John Hick, ed., The Myth Of God Incarnate
(London: S.C.M., 1977) p. 97.

(5) Charles Freeman, AD381: Heretics, Pagans And The Christian State
(London: Pimlico, 2008) p.18.

(6) Freeman, ibid p. 48.

(7) Pliny (the Younger), Epistles 10.96. English translation in A New
Eusebius: Documents Illustrative Of The History of The Church To AD
337, ed. J. Stevenson (London: S.P.C.K., 1974) pp. 13-15.

(8) There's strong historical evidence that Constantine was scatcely a
Christian himself by the time of the Council of Nicea. The idea is
commonly held that he saw a vision of Christ at the battle of Milvan
Bridge in AD312 and then converted to Christianity in gratitude,
especially as Christ supposedly told him to lead his soldiers with the sign
of the cross. However, there is serious evidence against this. After the
battle, he claimed that "The supreme deity" had helped him, and he
placed "the heavenly sign of God" on his soldier's shields. But historical
sources dating from soon after the battle state that this sign was not the
cross, but the chi-ro sign, or labarum- the emblem of the sun god. It was
only many years later that Eusebius wrote a biography of Constantine, in
which he claimed that this had actually been the sign of the cross. After
the battle in AD312, Constantine erected a triumphal arch opposite the
Colosseum in Rome to celebrate the victory- and covered it with reliefs of
Mars, Jupiter, Hercules [the gods of war], and ascribed victory to the
power of the Sun god. Depictions of the battle show no soldier with any
cross on his shield! As late as AD320, Constantine's coins represented
him with the crown of the 'Sol Invictus', the Sun god cult. And was it co-
incidence that he declared December 25th, the main festival of the 'Sol
Invictus', as the birthday of Jesus? Further, his new capital,
Constantinople, was committed to the care of the local protecting deities,
Rhea and Tyche- Constantine built temples for them all over his new

capital.
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Notes

(1) See 'The Objections To Christianity' in my Bible Lives section 16-4.

(2) Adolf Deissmann gives very many examples of how the titles of
Caesar used in the Imperial Cult were applied to Jesus- see his Light From
The Ancient East (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1927) pp. 342 ff.

(3) See F.E. Hulme, Symbolism In Christian Art (Blandford: Blandford
Press, 1976) pp. 43 tf.

(4) John Knox, The Humanity And Divinity Of Christ (Cambridge: C.U.P.,
1967) p. 113.
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(5) J. E. Davey, The Jesus Of St. Jobn (London: Lutterworth, 1958) p. 89.

(6) Quoted in John McGuckin, Saint Gregory Of Nazianzus: An Intellectual
Biggraphy (New York: St. Vladimir's Seminary Press, 2001) p. 350.

(7) Larry Hurtado, Lord Jesus ChrisCambridge: Eerdmans, 2003) p. 484.
(8) James Dunn, Christology In The Making (Philadelphia: Westminster
Press, 1980) p. 71. A similar conclusion concerning Mic. 5:2 is to be found
in J. Klausner, The Messianic Idea In Israe/ (New Y ork: Macmillan, 1956) p.
77.
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Notes

(1) As quoted in Larry Hurtado, Lord Jesus Christ (Cambridge: Eerdmans,
2003) p. 528.

(2) This shift in exegetical style is documented at length in Martin Mulder
& Harry Sysling, eds., Mikra: Text, Translation, Reading And Interpretation Of
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Gorcum, 1988) pp. 727-787.
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O.U.P., 2001) p. 135.
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Notes

(1) G.B. Caird, The Language And Imagery Of The Bible London:
Duckworth, 1988) p. 102.

(2) In Religions In Antiquity (Leiden: Brill, 1968) pp. 137-148.

(3) John Robinson, Honest To God (London: S.C.M., 1963) p. 70.

(4) 1bid p. 71.

(5) Oscar Cullmann, The Christology Of The New Testament (London: S.C.M.,
1971) p. 266.
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Notes

(1) G.F. Moote, Judaism In The First Centuries Of The Christian Era
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1927) Vol. 1 p. 415.

(2) References in James Dunn, Christology In The Making (Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1980) p. 221.
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Notes

(1) It has been suggested to me by Chris Clementson that the Greek word
exonsia translated "powet" or "authority" in Jn. 10:18 can mean 'privilege'-
and this is a possible meaning given for the word by James Strong in his
concordance. Other N.T. usage of the word definitely suggests 'powet’ or
'authority', but this idea of 'privilege' is worth beating in mind.
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Notes
(1) Hugh Schontfield, The Original New Testament: Revelation (London:
Firethorn Press, 1985) footnote on Rev. 3:15.
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Notes

(1) C.H. Dodd, Historical Tradition In The Fourth Gospe/ (Cambridge: CUP,
1976) p. 274.
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Notes

(1) Matvin Vincent [Vincent's Word Studies] comments: "Paul appears to
recall a rabbinic tradition that there was a well formed out of the spring in
Horeb, which gathered itself up into a rock like a swarm of bees, and
followed the people for forty years; sometimes rolling itself, sometimes
carried by Miriam, and always addressed by the elders, when they
encamped, with the words, “Spring up, O welll” (Num. 21:17)". Whether
this is true or not, Paul is alluding to this idea- hence the rather awkward
idiom to non-Jewish readers.

(2) There is repeated emphasis in the records that the water came from
the [singular] rock. However Ps. 78:16 speaks of God cleaving the rocks. 1
suggest this is an intensive plural- the sense is 'the one great rock'. The
next verses (17,20) go on to speak of how the water came from a singular

rock.
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Notes

(1) F.F. Bruce, Paul And Jesus (London: S.P.C.K., 1977) p. 77.

(2) Documented in Rudolf Bultmann, Theology Of The New Testament
(London: S.C.M., 1955) p. 166. Bultmann showed that many of the
'difficult passages' in John have similar connections (ibid p. 175). I would
argue that John likewise was alluding to these Gnostic [and othet]
redeemer myths in order to deconstruct them.

(3) Quoted in Martin Hengel, Crucifixion In The Ancient World (Philadelphia:
Fortress Press, 1977) p. 60 note 15.

10. (HKFEP1: 15---18)
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Notes

(1) J.H. Moulton, Grammar Of New Testament Greek (Edinburgh: T. & T.
Clark, 1963) Vol. 3 p. 253.

(2) W.R. Nicoll, ed., Expositor's Greek Commentary (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1967) p. 504.

(3) This case is made at length in H. Ridderbos, Pau/: An Outline Of His
Theology (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996) pp. 78-86.

(4) See E. Kisemann, "A Primitive Christian Baptismal Liturgy" in Essays
On New Testament Themes (London: S.C.M., 1964) pp. 149-168.

(5) James Dunn, Christology In The Making (Philadelphia: Westminster,

1980) p. 254.
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Notes
(1) See James Dunn, Christology In The Making (Philadelphia: Westminster,
1980) p. 276 note 59.

Duncan Heaster is open to receive your comments and questions, either
c/o the publishers or info@carelinks.net .
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His book Bible Basies (ISBN 10: 0738842699) is a 380 page systematic
exposition of the Bible’s message, available in over 50 languages. Free
sample copies are available from the publishers, or see
www.biblebasicsonline.com .

Readers of The Real Christ may also enjoy the companion volume, The Rea/
Devil- see www.realdevil.info .

For a full list of Duncan Heaster’s books, see www.heaster.org or
www.aletheiacollege.net/heaster.htm .

If you would like to study further to be baptized into the real Christ,
please contact Carelinks Ministries info(@carelinks.net .
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